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Diſſenting Miniſters | 


i 


Salters-Hall, Ge. 


— 


_ this 


ä 
tisſaction of congratulating with you in 
publick Manner, upon the 


ſtians. 


— ou canndt de Sulknfible how theſe 
ities have ſometimes it in- 
to the Power, even of the Nations Ene - 
mies, to throw them out of all Compe- 
titions for Power, by authoritative Ads; 
and bow the befi Friends to the Govern- | 
ment, and to the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
general, have been pleaſed with them 
rather at a Diſtance, than in a Condi- 
tion to draw out their Principles into 
Action: But a wife, generous Admi- 
nitration, hath again thought fit to 
Truſt them, and in Return — ſuch a 
A Confidence, have they bravely reſol- 
ved their future Condu# upon fuch 


Terms of Freedom, as that Adminiſira- 
tion it ſelf, is manifeſtly — p- 


on, and on which only, Life it ſelf can 
be made tolerable to all Men in fub- 
ordinate and dependent Stations; eſpe- 
cially as to their Choice in Matters of 


Futurity, and what concerns their eter- 
nal Happineſs. | 


i . 


(3) 

am informed, that upon ſome Dif- 
ference, and Miſunderſtandings amongſt 
the Diſſenters in many Parts of the 
Country, and particularly in and about 
Exeter, ſeveral worthy Gentlemen, out 
of a. real Concern for the publick In- 
tereſt, and the Honour of the Legiſla- 
ture, who were labouring for their Eaſe 
and Welfare at that very Conjuncture, 

did & many Miniſters of chief 
Note in — acceptable it would 
be, to put a Stop to ſuch 11228 4 
and that at the 4 - Time, with all due 
Deference, did they fuggeft the Means to 
effect ſuch a good Deſign. 

Theſe Difterences, it ſeems, had their 
Riſe from ſome late Diſputes concern- 
9 the Doctrine of the Trinity ;, vhere- 
pon ſome weak Chriſtians, of more 
2 than Charity, took it into their 
ae Communion with 
ſuch as they were jealous of on that Ac- 
count ; and infifted upon a Defe&ion 
from ſome Articles, or 8380 that 
Head, to be a ſufficient Ground of Ex- 
communication, or Excluſion This Ig- 
is rgatorins, this holy Flame, was 
kindled up in many Congregations. A 
Rejection of, or a Refuſal to Subſcribe 
humane Interprerations of this 


Doctrine, was by the ZLealots termed, 


(4) 
A Denyal of Chriſt's Redemption, 


and in- 
validating the Purchaſe of bis Death. 


A 9 at Stoke-Newington, 
hereupon, vs fit to call upon their 
Miniſter, to declare his Faith on this 
Point ; and for his non-compliance here- 
with, and continuing to preach up Cha- 
rity, Forbearance, brotherly Love, and for 
waving Controverſies fo much above hu- 
mane Comprehenſion, they made the 
Prlvit fo uncaly to him, as at laſt end- 
ed in an entire "Separation. 
A diſſenting Congregation in London, 
called upon a Member upon the fame 
Jealouſy, and for want of SatisfaQtion 
in his 4 and his not coming up 
to their — = of did the 
charitable Mr. Bragg, their Miniſter, 
proceed in the Name of the 
tion, to forbid him their Communion. 
_ Congregations in the Weſt, 
grew fo warm on this Account, as to 
call upon their Minifters to declare here- 
upon, and to give Expectations of bring- 
ing Things to fuch an Extreauty, as would 
be not only a Scandal to the Diſſent- 
ing Intereſt in particular, but to the Chri- 
tram Name in general. 
To put a Stop, therefore, to theſe 
growing Evils, it was adviſed to ſettle 
ſuch Articles, or Conditions of — 


(30 

nion, in a large Body of Miniſters, as 
'  fhould not juſtify any Proceedings to 
Excluſion, or Excommunication, but up- 
very extraordi Occafions ; and 
that ſuch ſhould be to their Bre- 
thren in the Country, under all poſſi- 
ble Inducements of Advice, and Perſwa- 
fon, to be received as the Meaſure of 


es. 

This I am informed, was very chear- 
fully and readily complyed with ; and 
due Nptice was thereupon given to all 
the approved Miniſters, in and about 
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The moſt controverted Part, in | the 
Courſe of thefe Pro , was with 
relation to fome Poinis of Faith; and 

ilarly the Doctrine of the Trinity. 9 
11 ged neceſſary to be 
expreſs upon the main Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as ſet forth ig ſome 
Creeds, Catec biſins, &c. in order d juſ- 
tify the Purity, and Orthodoxy of their 
Faith, but theſe were oppoſ 11 others, 
who were for enlarging 
Communion, fo fan d — 4 
ſame Faich in Eſſentialy, but only 
Caſes of Immorallty, und the like; who 
were ſor having only the inſpired Wri-- 
tingg, in the very Letter thereof, to be 
made 2 Standard of Faith, and a Teſt of 
Church Memberſbip; and who were equal- 

' againſt all Forms, Int or 
tes of fallible Men, in Matters qi ſo 
great Conſequence, and what regarded 
eternal Salvation. 

But upon this Head is wan, with wore: 
y Vehemence, 


Pg 
fome, to be 


expreſs and fil] 210 the 


(2 
' Dottrine of the Trinity, in oppolitioni to 
the Growth of Arrianifem, and certain No- 
tions —.— not conſiſtent with — | 


689 
techiſm, relating thereunto, and uſed 
great Diligence to repreſent a Refuſal 
thereof, on this Occafion, a vertual De- 
nial of the Doctrine therein contained, 
and an abetting, and declaring for, the 
Hereſy of the Arians. This, therefore, 
put a hard Taik upon the Negative Side, 
ro convince many, that the Caſe before 
them was not with relation to any ones 
particular Belief concerning that Doc- 
trine; but that the Queſtion to be put, 
was only, Whether any humane Inter- 
pretations thereof ſhould be made a Teft 
of C:riffian Communion, or the Form of 

_ Expretſion only made uſe of in the in- 
ſpixed Writings ; and the more eſfectual- 
Iy to remove the falſe Light, this was 
artfully thrown into by the other fide, 
many of theſe were forced ta declate their 
Aſſent to, and Belief of, that Doctrine as 
contained in the mentioned Forms, bur 
oppoſed only its being made a_TFeft to 
others, as a Condition of _—- 
Memberſhip, who might, perhaps, be not 
willing 4 be . 4 or tyed up in 
their Conſeſſions, and Declarations of 
Faith, to any other than the Word: of 
Inſpiration. © 

, you 


The Conduct of ſome | 
cannot but reflect upon with | 
The Intention of their Meeting was of- 


(9) 
ten. found neceſſary to be reminded to 
them, vis.. to put a ſtopto Differences al- 
ready grown ſcandalous and prejudicial 
to their common Intereſt as Diſſenters ; 
to juſtify the Favours then doing for 
them by the Legiſlature, in their deſer- 
ving them, by a peaceable and forgiving 
Deportment towards one another; and 
to anſwer the Requeſt of thoſe a 4 
Gentlemen, who, out of a true public 
Spirit, and a Good, had intima- 
ted to them the Reaſons for their Meet- 
ting: But either the Zeal, the Pride, or 
Impatience in Contradiftion, of many, 
_ threw all theſe Regards into Neglect, 
and, with a very indecent Heughtmeſs, 
did Mr. Bradbury, in particular, 
Whetker that Aſſembly was to be directed 
by the Laity? With the fame ungover- 
ned Paſſion, did another alſo aſk, Whe- 
ther they came there to be contradifled 
by Anabaptiſt Teachers? Becauſe, it 
ſeems, ſome of the oppoſite Side were of 
that . And that Perſon was 
by an equal ebullition of Wrath 
and Indecency, againſt the ſame Deno- 
_ Wiination; but they were retorted upon 
with a juſt Reſentment, by one who was 
affected by that invidious Diſtinction; 
who told them, The Perſons they aimed 
at, were nat Anabaptiſt Teachers, but 
—_ Brp- 


(ww) 

Baptiſt Minifters, of which Name they were 
not aſbamed; the former Appellation deno- 
ting Re-Baptiſm, which they difowned. 
After a great deal of Buſtle, Heat, 
InveRive, and over-bearing Treatment, 
the Nreſtion was, with great difficulty, 
put, as before limited. On the appear- 
ance of Hands, the Affirmatives, with 
reat Triumph, aſfum'd the Majority; 
t a Diviſion was inſiſted upon, and 


4 


the Negatives were to yo up into the 


( - While this was doing, it was 
very indiſcreetly called out by fome 
Perfon, Tote that are againſt Perſecution, 
come up Stairs! Which was pretty e- 
renly ballanced one on the other 
fide, calling out, Tou that are for the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, fiay below?! 
Whereupon, Juſtice was demanded on 
both fides for thoſe Affronts, and wil- 
ful Perverſions of the Queſtion, but the 
Equality of the Offences made both 
fides relax thoſe Demands, fo that no 
part of their Juriſdiction was exerted 
ypon this Account. Upon telling, the 
a Firmatives were 53, and the Negatives 
$7, fo that it was carried by a Majo- 
pity that no bumene Compoſitions, or In- 
terpretanions of tbe Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, Patel be made a Part of thoſe Ar- 
icles of Advice,” they wers met to draw 
; wy agree tc. G'S + Þ ; On | 


wht 


e polition ĩmaginable, a religious | 
| 5 dat 2 Perſoh of Mr. Bradbuty's 
forwartinels for Diſtindion, might per- 


Affair within Doors, I cannot omit ta- 
king notice with how much Pleafure I 
it x concerning the Behavi- 


had been miſled by the Buſtle and Mi- 
repreſentations of the grand Queſtion, fo 
as to azvide with the Ortbedox ;, but up- 


on a Recollection of his Miſtake, at 


fol- 


(13) 
follow ing Meeting did he with great 
Chearfulneſs declare bimſelf, and cut of 
the fulneſs of an honeſt Heart, wien Tears 
of Joy, did he congratulate his 


upon the noble s  -— op 
made for chriſtian Li "A 
he told them, as to the octaſi - 


onally mention d, that he concurred in 


upon his Brethren, becauſe the Impo- 

fition of any Thing of humane Contri- 

vance, as neceſſary in Matters of Reli- 
on, and eternal Salvation, 


inſpired Writings, 
which cone were +6 be the Bol ot 


Faich. This introduced a general 
currence, x to the Uſefuln% of — 


Creeds, Catec biſins, ont, Incerpre- 
tations, &C. to be uſed all Perſons as 


petition with the ſacred Vriri 


10 e » © 


While 


| (15) 
has this comfortable Reflexion in his 
Power, whenever he pleaſes, that he 
has a Parallel to his own Caſe, in 2 
Divine of the Eftabliſu'd Church, and to 
whom it is the higheſt Honour to have 
any likeneſs,* Mr. Pierce has ſeen the 
Church's beſt Defender, reviled and flan- 
dered in the moft ſhameful manner, by 
thoſe in her own Communion, only be- 
cauſe with his great Abilities - to plead 
her Cauſe againſt foreign Enemies, there 
was alfo join'd an Integrity of Heart, 
that would not ſuffer any Encroachments, 
Im poſitions, or humane Innovations, in 
her Diſcipline, or WWorſpip, without the 
warmeſt Oppoſition ; and who as much 
as in them lay, was rendered not ane 
of them, for no other Reaſon, but that 
he was the boneſteſt amongſt them. Howe 
ever, at length a vertuous Adminiffration 
did ſome Juſtice to ſo much Merit, and 
has rewarded him with one of the high- 
eſt Stations in that Churcb, to which he 
had done fo much Service and Reputa- 
tion in a lower Sphere. And it is not 
to be doubted, but fuch a Gentleman; 
and ſuch a Cbriſtian, as Mr. Pierce, will 


find more real Satis faction, and Comfort 
in the Friendſhip and Congratulation of 
good Men, and the returns of a good 
2 mean Compliance 


0 


to 


© 
elf 


5 


gr NN 
Ye 


| 


j 


: 
Fi 


8 
2 
8 
— 
= 


75 


gine the Government, and their fellow 
Swbjetts muſt have of them, when they 
conſider this Part of their Conduct ? 
The Legiſlative Power has generouſly 
taken 


under, 
Foot of Li eq 
= 4: return for the Four 
now ſbackling one anot 2 
before that very Bill had paſſed 1 
Houſes in Parliament, which was for 
_— eaſy from others —_ 
tions, they begin with theſe ſpiritu- 
al Tortures, = as faſt as poſſible, ha- 
ſten to lay their own Brethren under a 
boly Bondage. What muſt thoſe of the 
asl K Communion think of theſe Men, 
who found there Difſenfions therefrom 
upon the Impofition of humane Forms, 
a 0 nes CRIIEIIE 122 
uthority, et practiſe the lame In- 
poſitions — > Why may not 
their Brethren be at liberty, and be cx- 
cuſed in fo doing, te chuſe their own 
Manner of their Faith, and 
— their Sentiments of Matters 
touching Salvation, as well as they them- 
ſelves expect to be juſtified, in difſent- 
ing from the National Church on the 
fame Account 2 And if the National 
Church may not impoſe Creeds, and Ar- 
ticles of Faith upon them, why ſhould 
they do it themſelves upon their Bre- 
_ thren 2 If a ſufficient Power was to 
take Advantige of this Creed mating 


C 2 th 


(1B) 

Spirit, and require peremptorily their 
Compliance with fome Forms they have 
been hitherto at liberty about, upon the 
ſevereſt Penalties, in caſe of refuſal, I 
cannot well conceive what theſe Men 

could have to fay for themſelves. © 
But let it be fron + a little, from 
what Saurces this Creed maling, this 
Church. paleing Humour, muſt ariſe. 
And in this Enquiry, Three Cau- 
fes very readily occur to my Apprehen- 
fions, vis. Pride, Knavery or Priefcrft, 
and Eut biſiaſin. 
1. Pride is very likely to have a large 
Share in this ſpiritual Tyranny. Ambi- 
tion, and Vain-Glory, may put a great 
many foremoſt in theſe Impoſttions, be- 
cauſe there is room for Diſtinction and 
Preheminence; whereas the liberty of 
Thinking, Chufing, and Talking, as 'eve- 
2 is guided by his own _—_ 
ons of Things, puts all reaſonable Be- 
ings upon a Level: In the former Way, 
2 good Faculty at Believing, and an 
artful Management thereof, may raiſe 
ſome Men into great Power, and Ho- 

Jour, and throw them into all the Gra- 
tifications a proud Heart can deſire, but 
latter promiſes no other Enjoy- 
4 e what flow from a good 
A 3 3 inccre — 
L. „ : 3 © 


(19) 
of thoſe who covet no other Superio- 
rity, than in being Wiſe and Vertuous, 
and who hate al TRE what 
gives Opportunities of making others the 
better for it. Beſides, we ſhall general- 
| ly find ut Perſons of this Complexion 
of Faith, as obſtinate as poſſible againſt 
others carving out for them; that it is 
too plain, their fondneſs for Creeds, Ar- 
ricles, and Teſts, are only becauſe 
expect a Part in the making them; and 
upon an impartial Review, I fear it 


will be found true, that the Zeal of our 


preſent Creed, or Article-makers, has been 
pretty much in Pro 


| * - > om 
expected in compoſing t 

e This Prader i fo Cell exiculated 
for the ſupport of a falſe Authority, 
ad ap tr nt RET 
ei nevery or Prieft- 

Craft,that it 1s 1mpoſlible for the Subiiſ- 
tance of that withont it. The Cler 
this 


given up to the Parſon to preſcribe 
Rule of my Faith, the Conſequences 

Non-Compliance are ſolely in his Power, 
and all that's valuable in thisWorld, may 


be 


(20) 
be demanded at Pleaſure, as a Purchaſe 
of the Purſen's Intereſt in another. But, 
in this View, all the Tricks, and Leger- 
de-main of Rome, ſo naturally drawn 
into the ſame Profpe&, that I would, by 
no means, have any one wht bears the 
Name of Proteffant, be ſeen in the ſame 
3. Entbufidſm, however, gives a great 
of room Soo 0 * 2 without 
bearing too upon egrity. A 
Perſon who is weak enough to found 
Pretentions to a continual Inſpiration, 
upon a Revelation once given, may palm 

Creeds upon Day, becauſe he 
has all at fof 1215 
thing . from Heaven: But 
this is a Diſtinction, I dare fay, theſe 
Gentlemen are not fond of into. 
To all thoſe who do, I am entirely for 
giving them the Liberty of venting, fo 
«that they hurt not the Sas, or the 

Society; and rather than do 

them the Credit of a ſerious Oppoſition, 
I am in the of a very conſidera- 
dle Author, to apply to them the Ridi- 
cule, being fully fatisfied, that Hereſy is 
much ſooner to be deſtroyed in a Droll, 
than at the Stake. 

I cannot poſſibly diftinguiſh between 
one Inflldiry ad another, and, with- 


our 


( 21 ) 
out immediate Inſpiration, no Pretenſions 
of that kind, can be ſapported; none but 
the Entbufraſt then can be allowed to be 
a Faith-Maker, with any Conb 
If we go off from the Words of Inſpire- 
tion, we muſt go to ſome Body inſpired, 
or elſe we 22 But if 
it is not allowed, that there are fuch 
Perſons, with what can we leave 
our Bibles in Matters of Faith > I know 
no difference between one Man and a- 
nother in this Caſe; and I take my ſelf 
as excuſable to go to the Pope, as to any 
of theſe Gentlemen. What avails the 
Reformation, and our Renounciation of | 
the Impoſitions of Rome, if we 

them upon one another? It is not the 
Crucifix,the Beads, and other Pageantries 
of the Romiſb Church, that is the chief 
Grounds of from them, but - 
— Lor ding ＋＋ 2 their 
uſurpations in Chriſt's and a 
ming what only . Gad, ar Men Hen 
immediately taught by Him; how then 
can we claim the fame Power our ſelves? 
There is no Medium; if the infpired 
Writings are defective, as to 2 Rule of 
Faith, "7 if humane Int tions, 
humane Deci and humine Forms, 
are neceſſary for our Conduct and Afﬀeſ- 
dance, We may as well go to Rome, as to 


ua 4 


(22) 
how humane Authority; but if the 
ritings are a ſufficient Rule of 


infpired 


rr 


them as ſuch, and not to rely upon, or 
take up with, any humane Interpretati- 

Adee Belief and 
„ lere 
in u or giving heed to, a 
Creed made at Saiter :- Hall, than one 
made at the Vatican; and, to all Intents 


and Purpoſes, does Mr. Bradbury, or any 
of thoſe Gentlemen offend as much a- 


gainſt the Authority of Chriſt, in requi- 
. Creed: 8 
king, as Teſts of Faith and Orthodoxy, 
as the Pope himſelf doey or any other 
Authority in the romiſh Church ,, what 
fignifies the Name Proteſtant, and railing 
againſt Rome in Trifles, while we practice 
among our ſelves the worſt of her Im- 
poſtures? A Man may flatter himſelf 
with what Diſtinctions he pleaſes, but if 
he maintains the Edencials of Popery, as 
every Creed-maker does, he ſhall ever be, 
in my account, a Papiſt: and let the Or- 
thodox of Selters-Hall get off the . 
tation as well as they can. 
Before theſe Gentlemen, 
who diſſent from their Brethren, in ma- 
king the Scriptures only a Rule of Faith, 


and a Belief in them only, a Condition of 
Church- 


( 23) 
Church-Memberſhip, go on any furthet 
in impoſing their own Inventions for 
thoſe great Purpoſes, it is well if they 
would cool a little; and confider the Con- 
ſequences of their Conduct. Their En- 
dexvours to fruſtrate the Authority of 
thoſe Diviſions in open Aſſembly, by 
private Subfcriptions, without Doors; 
which they are now labouring for, will 
not only render the pacifick Schemes 
concerted for their own Advantage, as 
well as the Honour of the Government, 

abortive, and of no Effect, but alſo lay a 
Foundation for all the Hardſhips, that a 
ſuperior Power may at any Time here- 
after, think fit to put upon themſelves ; 
they can never, with any tolerable Coun- 
tenance, diſclaim againſt Perſecution, 
who, in their Turns, have been Per- 
ſecutors > For the impoling any Mat- 
ter in Chriſtienity, as eſſential thereunto, 
which is not fo, on the Penalty of er- 
cluſion from chriſtian Communion, for non- 
compliance, is the worſt of Perſecution, 
to every one who makes Conſcience of 
focial Worſhip, and of commemorating 
the Death and Redemption of Jefus 
Chrift, with all of the fame Faith in 


him, upon thoſe eſſential Points. 
D 


(24) 

I cannot but think, when I hes what 
2 Buſtle fome make about Ori bod. 
and ſoundneſs of Faith, that ſuch for- 
get themſelves to be Men, becauſe if 
they did not, they would confider that 
every Man is Orthodox to himſelf: As 
we are all then to be allowed fallible, 
and varioufly determined in our Judg- 
ments, by an Infinity almoſt of Accidents 
and Circumftances, why ſhould the par- 
ticularTurn of one Man's Mind, be made 
the Standard of another's Rectitude in 
Thinking 2 The aſſumption, therefore, 
of any Credende,. which fome Men can 
come into, to be made a Rule for all o- 
thers, is what belongs not to a foellible 
Being, let them never ſo much bear 
the Kamp of Ortbodoxy, becauſe there 
are no oppoſite Propoſitions that have 
any Bekevers, but are every jot as Or- 
thodox to thole who believe them: 
And, as every Man is to anfwer for him- 
felf only in ſuch Caſes, it is the higheſt 
Arrogance, as well as the higheſt Fol- 
I, for any other to preſcribe a Rule 
for his Condud, in Matters of Belief. 
Any Perſon, therefore, who duly re- 
flects upon his own Fallibility, will ne- 
ver pretend to obtrude his own Deter- 
mi nations upon others, nor be uneaſy 
with others, for concluding m—_— 


(WI. 
if they agree but in ſuch Eſſentials as 
are inſeparable from Sincerity, and In- 
tegrity of Mind. - 5 

How far the abovemention'd Sources 
of Orthodoxy, might influence our pre- 


ſent Creed makers, I will not pret 
to determine; Three of them, parti- 
cularly I hear, had brought new Draug bt: 
for a Creed ;, but they not readily an- 
ſwering to the Demand of Infallability, 
the pious Workmanſhip was returned 
upon their Hands; which gave fuch a 
mortifying Shock to thoſe Gentlemen, as 
may not be eaſy to expreſs ; but on the 
Returns, and Glowings of Reſentment, 
when the Paroxyſm was ſtrong upon 
them, they might naturally enough call 
to mind, the Deſcription of the Si5yl's 
Agonies in Virgil: 


1 —— Subito non Fultus, non Color unus, 
on compte manſere come ;, ſed Pectus an- 

OY baia, 
Et Rabie fera Corda tument; majorq; videri 
Nec mortale ſonans : affiate eft Numine 


Jam propiore Dei 
And again; 

inan in Antro 
 Baccbatur Fates, magnum fi Pectore poſſit 
Ercuſiſſe Deum 
D > One 


end 


(26) 

One of this hopeful Triumvirate is, it 
ſeems, the Succeſſor of Mr. Flemming, 
at Founders- Hall; but in this Condut, 
he appears but very ili to have Copied 
after that worthy Miniſter, who in 2 
Diſcourſe "titled, An Account of Religion 
as it centers in Chrift, thus declares him- 
felf on this Point of Creed mating 


„ The? I pay all due Deference to 
© Us Camelion, of Faith made by 
the reformed Churches, and more par - 
* ticularly that excellent oy . 
** fed by the Aſſembiy at V 
** vet I cannot otherwiſe fa ag to 
* any humane Compoſition, as the Foun- 
dation of my Faith, but in as far as 
„it ſelf is founded on the holy Word 
8 ** of God, which I muſt own to be my 
only Creed, Confeſſion of Faith, and 

* Syſtem of Divinity, in the ſtricteſt and 
© moſt proper Senſe. For it is in obe- 
** dience to Chriſt, that I am obliged 
* to call no Man Father of my Religion, 
but God, nor any Man the —_ 
i Teacker of it, but Himfclf, 


' But the moſt wonderful Circumſtance 
afthis Affair, is that Mr. Bradbury 


-nould be ' amongſt the — and 


-Ecome 2 New Ret Rev21a; zen- 
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ſeems to be no manner of Connexion 
between a Bone-fire Loyalty, and the 
Calenture of Orthodoxy ;, hallowing for 
King George in the Streets, and voting 
for Slavery without Doors ; the 


voting 
Finz- 
ag of a Mob, and the Decrees of a 
Synod ;, the Mirth of a midnight Song, 
and the Severity of a Creed: And yet 
ſo it is, this merry Soneteer, is become 
. a moſt oribodox Father, who can ac- 
count for it? There was, indeed, ſome 
Affinity between being a facetious Com- 
panion, and a witty Preacher; between 
the Levity of a J7eſt, and Whipt-Cream 
Divinity; and it may be accounted for, 
how the Lavgh of Converſation ſhould 
N 
A How ag was an 
Expreſſion of this or Mo concerning 
the 7 2 Creed, that Tm a twirl 
Words fitter for a Chymi 4 Chri- 

ian s Who 2 that Tae could have 
thought it, that he himfelf ſhould ſet 
up for a Twirlſter, and practice the 
Chymift upon his Neighbours, who had 


been fo unſufferably Witty againſt In- 
poſture zo 

Sir, I defire your Excuſe for this Le- 
vity, the Mirth of the Subject is catch- 


ing, and there is no ſpeaking of Mr. 
Bradbury in any other Turn. The So- 
lemnity 


(28) 
lemnity of the Claał cannot conceal the 
Hu:nour of the Bottle; and the Famili- 
 arity of plain Tom, will never be able 
to throw off an Acquaintance into 
the Diſtance that is due to reverend Tom, 
tho* guarded with all the Artillery of 
his Spiritualittes. 1 5 . 


After this general Account of this 
Tranſaction, and theſe Reflections upon 
the Obſtructions given therein, by proud, 
angry Men, I come to the moſt agreea- 
ble Part of my Defign, viz. To con- 
gratulate with you, upon the Honour 
done to the Difſenters, as a Body, by 
the Majority of their Miniſters declaring 
for Liberty, in the fulleſt and moſt 
important Acceptation of that Term. 
And in this Part, I conceive it neceſſary 
to take notice of fome part of the Charge 
brought againſt Diſſentars, by the Wri- 
ter of their Conduct confidered. 
There they ſtand accuſed for fuch a 
Narrowneſs of Principle, and fuch a 
Severity of Behaviour, as makes it even 
unſaſe for the Government to truſt them 
in Places of Power, and throws them | 
out of a Right to all thoſe Priviledges, 
_ which are the Conſequences of theBiſhop | 
of Bangor's Doctrine of Liberty. | know 
not of what Prejudice it can be to give 
It 


| * national and 


| fore, is no more to be u 


"CW 
it up to that Author, for Argument's 
fake, that they have been narrow enough, 
and have behaved themſelves ſuthciently 
blameable on ſome particular Commwn- 
Fures; but with what i Juſtice can they 
de thus charged now 2 We have ſeen 


Reformations, as 
, there- 


well as perfonal ; a Communt 


with 
have renounced 


Errors aft 
— 11 with paſt 


them, than any 
Crimes. If they have been miſled in 
Points of Confcience, and chriſtian Free- 
dom, they have feen their Error, and 
have now reſolved to condu themſelves 
by more generous Principles. They have 
pronounced it Reaſonable to give the fame 
Allowance to others in Diſſenting from 
them, as they require in excuſe for their 
own Diſſentions; and as cer Gal In- 
— to others, ſo claim it 
in themſelves. 
I ſhall not pretend to be fo particular 
as ſome in accounting for this hap 
Change, and think it not worth Dif- 
puting about its chief Motives; and am 
willing cnough to own, as ſome will 
have it, that the Sentiments 
of the Biſhop of Bangor, and his noble 
Defences, and Explanations of the Do- 


ctrine of Liberty, both Civil and Reli- 


grons, 
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gw „ has had a great Share herein, as 
ikewiſe that the | nog and Conduct 
of the preſent Government, 4 3, 4 a 
great Influence in defufing a publick Spi- 
nt, and rendering Humanity, Charity, 
; Forgiveneſs, and all the true Attributes 
of a generous Mind, the moſt faſhionable 
Vertues. 
This happy Union of his Majeſty's 
Subjects in true Principles of Liberty, 
will it is to be hoped be a great Additi- 
on to that collective Power of the Nation, 
in defeating all Projects and Attempts that 
may affect our Conſtitution, and tend to 
introduce Slavery of any fort. And I 
cannot but on this Occaſion, let my 
thoughts run fo forward into F uturity, 
as to imagine ſomewhat like the follow- 
ing, may be the compoſure of anHiſtorian 
m Ages to come. | 


Ever fince the Grand Reformation, 

« from the Errors of Rome, and the ſet - 
* tling a National Proteſtant Church, 
* that allow'd no Head under Feſus 
+ Chrift, but the regal Power; there 
* continu'd an uneaſy Diſſention there- 
from amongſt ſome who were yet for 
8 — 2 farther: were 
at firſt called by the general Name of 
tn as”. + 
4 Furity, 


1 

c Purity in Religion, than the national re- 
* formed Church, but after ſome Time, 
« they broke out into many fubordinate 
« Diſtinctions, who often likewife gave 
„ Uneaſineſs te one another. The 
« Legiſlature ſometimes put them under 
“ Reſtraints and Hirdſhips ; but fuck 
«© Meaſures: were found generally to ren- 
der them more obſtinate, and to ſtreng- 
te then their Intereſt; and thus, as the 
« Policy, or Caprice of the Adminiſtration, 
«© gave them more or leſs Liberty, did 
s they continue more or leſs united with 
«© one another; but it was always obſer- 
ved, that the eaſer they were made by 
« their Superiors, the more uncbaricably 
e they behaved amongſt themſelves, in- 
ce ſomuch that they would often practiſe 
* the fame ſtiont, as to Matters of 
« Faith and Diſcipline, upon their Bre- 
« thren, as they complained againft witia 
< bitterneſs in the national Church, and 
« all other Churches. But in the Reign 
« of K. George the Iſt, Affairs were tran- 
« ſacted with fo much Candor, Juſtice, 
«< and good Senſe, that a publick Spirit run 
* thro' the whole Kingdom: The Parli- 
© ment repealed AZ: that laid ſome par- 
*« ticular Subjects under Dizqualifications 
* for Service, and put the Diſſenters up- 
* on a Foot with their fellow Subjects; 
« and the Diſſenters themſelves, by a 

E « Sued, 
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* 22 an Aſſembly of their Mini- 
*< ſters in the City of London, paſſed ſome 
Articles in Form as Tefts of Commu- 
'© nion and Church-Memberſhip, where- 
in nothing was made ry there- 
'* unto, but a belief in the infpired Wri- 
„ tings; and the Holy Scriptures alone 
* were made the Rule of their Faith. 
There were indeed ſome violent Tem- 
pers, who oppoſed theſe Chriſtian Mea- 
% — and were yet for retaining hu- 
'* mane Forms for Articles of Faith; but 
they were out-voted, and the 
_ + Sence, and benevolent Conduct of that 
*© Reign, ſoon won them over to Convicti- 
on, or ſhamed them out of their obſti- 


** nacies, and ſpiritual To 
this good Diſpoſition, much con- 
** tributed the Preaching and Writing 


s of 


1. 
Liberty and true Religion, and in defeati agduperſti- 
Tions and —— fincere Wiſh JR. moſt 

huutic Servant, Ca. POS T- 


long live to aſſiſt in the 
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—_—_—_ 


POSTCRIPT. 
OoOme Uneaſineſs I have been under, at 
the Freedom taken with your Name, 
in the foregoing Narrative and Remarks, 
and at the Publication of Matters much 
fitter for Concealment, is now entirely 
removed, and [ find my firſt Inducements 
thereunto, from the Apprehenfions of ha- 
__ mangled 200 falfified in — com- 
mon Papers, juſtified by the Fhing-P 
of laſt Saturday. "7 K wy 
By what hath been already faid, it too 
much appears, with what Injuſtice, Ve- 
hemency, and even ill-Manners it was 
Mannaged on the Part of the Creed-ma- 
kers, or Orthodox, when debating in open 
Aſſembly; but that when they were out 
Voted, they ſhould palm themſelves up- 
on the World for the London Miniſters, 


by a common Hackney Intelligence, and 
abuſe and talfify their Brethren who were 


a N by the ſame dirty Convey- 
ance, is fuch a Sample of boly Fury, and 
Orthodox Honeſty, as cannot be matched 
in Hi ; but a Fools Coat, it ſeems, 
is of equal uſe to all kinds of Impoſture, 
and Ortboaoxy, as well as Phyſick, a Creed 
as well as a Paquet, may have its Adran- 
tage in being handed to the Mob in 
ſuch a Dreſs. E 2 4 
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have not leifure at preſent to take 
due Notice of all the Falſehood, which 
theſe pious London Miniſters, have thought 
fit to convey through that reputable In- 
former the Flying-Poff, and ſhall therefore 
only obſerve to you, upon a Paſſage ur 
two that are plain Contradictions. 

The main Queſtion here, as before taken 
Notice, is willfully miſrepreſented, for it 
was never ſuffered to be put what Opt- 
nion the Miniſters preſent were of, with 
Relation to the Trinity, but whether any 
humane Compoſitions on that Head 
ſhould be made a Teſt of Church- Mem- 
berſhip. This was before ſaid to be 
carry'd in the Negative by a Majority, 
ard for Reaſons already given: All pri- 
vate Reaſons, then with the Minority for 
making ſomewhat of that kind a T 
their Proteſts, and Proceeding afterwards, 
Signify'd nothing as to the Authority of 
that Aſſembly, and were to all Intents 
and Purpoſes extrajudicial. The Harran- 
gues therefore of their hopeful Advocate, 
about the Boaſts of Dr. C-—k Diſciples, 
the Soundneſs of their Teſt Articles, and 
the Imputation of Anti-Trinitarianiſin, 
can have no other Effect than to ſhew a 
great deal of Pride and ill Nature, as well 
as Folly; fer what Succeſs could ſueh an 
Aſſembly poſſibly hope for, in putting 
op to the differences amongſt 


their Bre- 
thren 


ſeribꝰd had nothing left them to do, but 
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_ thren in the Country, when they actu- 


22 
upon the ubject, about w they 
ons in —.— But to be an Anti. 
Trinitarian it ſeems is ſomething ſodread- 
ful, that thoſe Men are refolv'd to get 
rid of it, tho at the expence of their Chri- 
ſtianity, and rather than be unſound in 
Doctrine, will be inhumane and unfocia- 
ble in their Behaviour. 
The reft of this Seriblers Falfification, 
I ſhall take Notice of in his own Words. 
For theſe Reaſons, the Forms above- 
© written, and no other, were offer d: And 
* the of London Miniflers, to the 
Number of Threeſcore, perſonally and ai. 
* ftinFhy ſubſcrib'd bout = "— and 
s Anſwers, as expreſſive Scripture 
6 —— of the Holy Trinity, which 
© therefore they heartily believe, and 
« gladly bore their publick Teftimony to. 
© Theſe Sixty, without pretending to 
impoſe upon any, invited their Brethren 
* to join with them in the ſame Declara- 
* ration and Subſcription, but could not 


© have the Satisfaction of obtaining it; but 


© inftead of this, the Reſt 
* themſelves, to the Confideration of the 
Paper of Advices, as more agrecable to 
their Inclination, and paſs d em as they 
* pleas d. Upon which, they that ſub- 


© as 
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* as the BODY of the Miniſters of London 


© in a Solemn Meſſage by T xo of their 
to PROTEST againſt all 
of the Reſt in theirAbſence, 
* and fo left the Place. 
that refus'd to ſubſcribe the 
6 ref Article and Anſwers concerning 
© the Trinity, ſtaid bebind, to the Num- 
© ber of Fifty; of which near one third 
© could not be reckon d ſtated Miniſter: in 
© or near much leſs Paſtor: f 
© Churches there; but collected from far, 
© out of ſeveral Chuntics, znd to ferre the 
* Purpoſes of thoſe that ſent for em: And 
* what is repreſented with ſo aſſuming an 
Air, in the Account publiſh'd, as re- 
* ſolv'd, and aſſerted, and finiſh", and 
* carry'd, &c. is, after all, to be under- 
* ſtood only as what was done by this 
— mix Company that ſtaid behind, and ad- 
* journ'd themſelves from time to time, 
calling in what new Numbers they 
could, after the Body of the Minifters of 
London had born their Teſtimony and 
* Proteſt as above, and were withdrawn. 
Herein you © obſerve, that the 
Number 53, whovoted for a bumane Teſt, 


is to 60, and 57 the Number 
againſt ir, ſunk to 30, with the Addition 
of the impudent Calumny of their not 


above two Thirds ſtated Miniſters. 
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© that a blind Zeal bath thrown this Reta. 


ter into, is, That he ſhould aſſume a Ma- 


jority, call them the Body of the Minifters 
7/ Loudon, os. and yer bring them into 
a Proteſt againſt the other Side, the Mi- 


nority, and leave the Chair, and Place of | 
Afﬀembly, for them to continue acting in, 


in Form, until the whole they came a- 


bout was finiſhed. It is a Matter blame- 


able enough, in Point of Order and De- 
cency, for a Minority, in any Aſſembly 
where the —_— of their Decifions 
is taken from the Votes of the greater 
Number, to diſpute the Legality and 
Force of m—_— 1 
more to oppoſe to, or into 
F 
of the 
was never ſuffered in any civilized Com- 


munities; and yet theſe orthodox 
Gentlemen, not only — Rude- 


neſs and Ill- manners to a Majority, by 
which they are out voted in open Aﬀem- 
bly, and conteſt the Validity of their De- 
4 but ne 2 Con- 
World, that they are the Majority; tho 
with this Self Contradiction at the fame 
Time that they Proteſted againſt the o- 
ther, and left 4 x For it was ne- 
ver before known, that the greater Num- 

ber quitted the Place of Buſineſs for the 
leſſer, 


greater Number; and this is what 


